EMPOWERMENT
C O N S E R VAT I O N
In the spring of
2015, Mary Lou
Larkin invited
local farmers
fishermen and
female leaders of
the fisherman’s
cooperative, to
lead an empowerment program to help
educate girls about the importance of
land and ocean. conservation.
T H E AT R E
CYW’s program
is offered for
girls age 11-14.
Participants
learn theater
games and
training exercises, and perform original
theater pieces that they create together.
Focused on empowerment through
storytelling and performance, the theater
program creates a safe space for girls and
women to have fun, share experiences,
and create a unique theatre project.
CYW Programs are designed to
encourage girls to find their own voices
and to help them believe in themselves.

CE LE BR ATE
YOUNG WO ME N

HAITI
Jacquesyl

Empowering Young Women for
Life and Leadership

FOR S PO NS OR SHI P
OPPORTU NI TI ES
If you have ideas or are interested
in supporting the Celebrate Young
Women Program; that strives to
further the education of bright
young Haitian women,
please contact
Mary Lou Larkin, CPNP,
at 1 (203) 733-6297
or email her at
mllarkin74@gmail.com.

HAITI MARYCARE
P.O. Box 185305

Hamden, CT 06518

Haiti Marycare works with local partners
to improve lives through child and family
health programs, education, and
community development.

C E L E B R AT E Y O U N G W O M E N
Empowering Young Women for Life and Leadership
In 2011, Haiti Marycare began a new educational program called Celebrate Young
Women. During a health educational workshop for 4th through 6th grade girls
called, “Respect Your Mind, Respect Your Body, Respect Yourself,” Mary Lou met
several 6th grade girls who shared their dreams of becoming nurses or teachers. “I
knew their families could not afford to send them any further in school and I saw so
much lost potential. These young women had the heart and the drive to study, but
had no opportunity. I spoke to their teachers who assured me with tutoring they
could probably pass the difficult 6th grade national exam that would make them
eligible to attend secondary school, which begins in 7th grade. I encouraged them
to enroll these girls to take the exam.” She explains.
Haiti is a country with few opportunities and those with no education face a life of
severe poverty. It is even more challenging for young women. However, studies
have shown that when you educate girls their nutrition improves, their children will
be healthier and their families are smaller. Further there is less infant mortality and
fewer maternal deaths among educated women. Each year of education increases
the opportunity for a better life for the woman, her family, and her community.
Haiti Marycare supports a grade school in Jacquesyl and children who pass sixth
grade are eligible to take the national exam. However very few finish 6th grade and
even less pass the exam. Although there have been a number of boys whose
families have managed to send them to secondary school, few girls have ever
continued their studies.
The Board was thrilled to learn that two girls did pass the exam in 2011 and two
others had passed the year before but did not have the finances to continue in
school. Donations collected from family and friends of HMI provided enough
money for school costs for the following year, as well as solar lanterns making it
possible to study at night since there was no electricity in Jacquesyl. Along with
educational funds a mentorship program was begun to invite local women who
have received some education and have jobs to meet to share their challenges and
successes with these young women. In return the girls are expected to attend
school daily, achieve good marks, participate in community activities such as the
choir, tutoring other students, or helping the adult leaders of the children’s group,
Nich Timoun (Nest for the Children). It is hoped they will encourage other young
women to stay in school, to be leaders in their community and within Haiti.

M I DD L E S C H OOL :
7TH - 9TH GRADE
COST: $ 12 5

$125 allows a girl to attend
middle school which
covers: tuition, uniform &
shoes. However, most girls
must travel to nearby towns to
pursue their academics.

Theatre Program with
middle school girls,

HI G H SC HO OL :
1 0 T H - 1 1 TH G R A D E
COST: $ 25 0. 00

This is similar to American high
school, but some students will
finish their academic studies
after 11th grade and attend
trade school.

Girls attending the
environmental program

HI G H SC HO OL :
1 2 T H - 1 3 TH G R A D E
COST: $ 50 0. 00

Students who advance to this
level are bright and
promising students with
plans for careers and hopes
of attending university.

A Jacquesyl high school
student

